printing press continued this trend. 4 Texts became a major vehicle for communication and information for growing numbers of people in more and more areas of society, and handwritten texts were at least as important here, if not more so, than printed ones. 5 But for all their growing prominence, texts did not supersede images or the spoken word. Th ese other media remained important, on the one hand altered by printed texts and manuscripts and on the other hand infl uencing them, producing new mixed media. 6 Historians have always taken an interest in media. Besides numerous studies on printed books, manuscripts and paintings, research has been published on communication through spectacle and the conveying of messages through ostentatious display. But historians have largely concerned themselves with the media themselves and the institutions involved in their origins, particularly where the history of books is concerned. Under the infl uence of anthropological and literary theories, cultural historians have developed a new concept of culture over the past thirty years, in which the emphasis is on human action. Th is means that the value of a cultural product is no longer inferred solely from the product itself, but also takes into account the diverse meanings that people ascribe to it. 7 So cultural history (including the history
